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Rooted in “ The Nearby” : An Essential Approach for Mainstream
Media’s Short-Form Video Journalism to Practice the
People Principle—An Investigation Based on
Hybrid Ethnography in the Newsroom

Chen Kaining ( Wuhan University)

Abstract: In the era of rapidly advancing digital journalism, short-form videos have became a vital chan-
nel for mainstream media to disseminate information, propagate values, and serve as a platform for guiding
public opinion. This study is grounded in the people principle of Marxist view of journalism. It explores how
the concept of “The Nearby” expands and deepens the practical expression of people-orientation in short-
form video journalism. Taking the N New Media Center of a leading Chinese mainstream media outlet as the
field site, the research employs a hybrid ethnographic methodology. Over a four-month observation period , the
research team systematically participated in the production of 52 short video news items and conducted an in-
depth analysis of their production processes. The study reveals that the widespread adoption of digital imaging
technologies has dismantled the traditional professional barriers to news production, transforming ordinary
people’s visual records into vital journalistic materials and significantly enhancing the visibility of everyday
life. “The Nearby” narrative centered on everydayness and emotional resonance has given rise to a category
of short video news known as “warm news,” which serves as a counterforce to polarized expressions and e-
motional extremes within the digital media ecosystem. The dual mechanisms of technological empowerment
and emotional connectivity have innovated new pathways for public opinion guidance in short video journal-
ism. Rooting journalism in “The Nearby” thus constitutes a critical avenue through which short video journal-
ism reimagines and enacts people-oriented journalism in the era of intelligent digital media.

Key words: short-form video journalism; The Nearby; “ Nearby” narrative; the people principle;

hybrid ethnography
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