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The Place Construction of Urban Public Cultural Space:.
Take the City Bookstores in Chengdu as an Example

Cao Pu(Southwest Jiaotong University )
Xue Zhiyao( Communication University of China)

Xiong Lan( Southwest Jiaotong University )

Abstract; Based on Paul Adams’ thinking on media and geography, this paper takes bookstores in
Chengdu as an example to explore the process of place construction of urban public space and its interaction
with media and bodies, using qualitative research methods. The findings show that in the context of deep me-
diatization , the media representation alienates urban bookstores from everyday life , highlighting the character-
istic of “departure” which triggers readers’ motivation for “ media pilgrimages” . The multi-sensory experience
generated by the interaction between bodies, media and place in the bookstore stimulates emotions and accu-
mulates memories. As a consequence, two kinds of place construction were made by the mechanism, which
are “hermeneutic circle” and “place reconstruction”. In this process, different actors, driven by interests or
emotions , wrestle with each other and influence the generation of place meaning. On the one hand,the “bot-
tom-up” path of place making brings new potential for the creation of urban space. On the other hand, this
potential is trapped by commercial capital. Visual hegemony suppresses and interferes with multiple sensory
experiences , partially obscures the creative potential of embodied practices, and further reinforces the narra-
tive of “visual centrism”. The “data regime” domesticates the media as guides of consumerism. The asymet-
ric visibility exacerbates the inequality of spatial production.

Key words: urban communication studies; media and communication geography; embodiment;

practice ; place
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