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On Verbal-visual Relation: Verbal-visual Intertextuality and

Visual Rhetoric Analysis

Liu Tao (Jinan University)

Abstract: The emerging of visual argumentation theory confirms that the visual have rhetorical function that is equally im—
portant as the rhetorical function of the verbal. Regarding the verbal-visual relation, the key of visual rhetoric analysis is revealing
the argumentation method and the rhetorical practice between the visual and the verbal. In terms of psychological mechanism, the
verbal and the visual correspond to different psychological mechanisms. The dual coding theory (DCT) is helpful for learning about
the information processing mechanism within the process of cognition. In terms of philosophical logic, the evolvement of (western
philosophical thinking) Philosophy ideological trend is embodied in the intellectual enquiry into the philosophical relation between
the visual and the verbal. From Plato to Jean—Francois Lyotard, the visuals and the position of sensationalism had gradually broken
out the “cage” of the verbal. From the perspective of verbal-visual relation, the argument structure of the visual and the verbal lies
in two kinds of intertextuality: verbal-visual consistence and verbal—visual dialogue. The former stresses the monologue narratives
led by the verbal, which corresponds to the classical narrative genre; the latter is represented by the dialogism between the verbal
and the visual, the cultural consequence of which is usually either modernistic or post—-modernistic.

Key words: verbal—-visual relation; visual rhetoric; intertextuality; dialogism; dual coding theory; monologue narratives; di—

alogue narratives
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