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Analysis of Value of the Audience Commodity
and Its Essence “ Activity Capacity”

Zhang Jianghao( Beijing Foreign Studies University )
Jiang Fei( University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)

Abstract ; Audience Commodity is a materialistic analysis of the mass media industry. Many scholars had
been studying it after this theory was put forward by Dallas Smythe. Audience Commodity is widely used for
criticizing the inequality of power behind the communication and audience dissimilation. However, the core
problems that the value and essence of the audience commodity still need to be solved. In the two general sta-
ges of the audience commodity forming, production and reproduction of audience labour force is the contra-
diction. The “Activity Capacity” is the source of labor force of audience. From the perspective of “ Activity
Capacity” , activity and labor of audience tend to be dialectical unity by attention. Although it makes the val-
ue of the audience commodity cannot be calculated that the audience commodity contains “ Activity Capaci-
ty” , Audience Commodity, because of this essence, not only has strong vitality in the age of digital intelli-
gence , but also has the value care and realistic meaning in the entire history of human activity, labor and de-
velopment.

Key words: audience commodity ; audience commercialization ;value of audience commodity ; activity ca-

pacity ; political economy of communication
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