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An Empirical Evaluation of the Current Status of Credibility
of New Mainstream Media

Qiang Yuexin( Wuhan University )
Hu Yang( Minjiang University)

Abstract : Based on the national survey data from the major project “ Research on the Credibility of New
Mainstream Media during the Social Transformation Period” funded by the National Social Science Fund, this
study conducts a research analysis on the credibility of new mainstream media in China at this stage from two
aspects ; the overall evaluation of the credibility of new mainstream media and the influencing factors of the
credibility evaluation. The study found that, overall , the credibility of new mainstream media is at a high lev-
el,and the credibility advantage of central-level new mainstream media has always been significant, with a
dynamic pattern of “the stronger the central ,the weaker the local” likely to be a future trend. Secondly, the
low evaluation of the “industry stability” dimension reflects the temporary discomfort of professional authority
orientation with algorithm and platform logic. Thirdly, the relatively low credibility scores from the youth
student group reflect a specific group mentality in terms of credibility, but it is also related to the insufficient
“breaking circle” ability of new mainstream media. Fourthly, overall, the use of social media has a positive
impact on the evaluation of the credibility of new mainstream media, indicating that the “hitchhiking-to-go-to-
sea” strategy of new mainstream media over the past decade has been very effective.

Key words: new mainstream media; credibility ; social media usage
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