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The Variation, Internal Logic and Problems of
Network Insinuating Language

Zheng Zhibin( Nanchang University )

Abstract: The phenomenon of Chinese Internet cryptic language has its origins for more than twenty
years and has gone through four stages:the rise of primitive jargon,the outbreak of cryptic language in sub-
cultural groups, the crypticization of buzzwords in hot public opinion events,and the iterative development of
cryptic language in the general public and communities. Internet cryptography,as a form of “linguistic folk-
lore” in the digital era, represents the linguistic and cultural survival practices of netizens as speech sub-
jects. This phenomenon is underpinned by two distinct logics ; it adheres to the internal logic of language gen-
eration, known as “intrinsic correctness” ,while also embodying a profound“ network locality” that reflects its
contextual reality in the online sphere. Through their languages , these various linguistic communities not only
directly face and deconstruct the external world, but also construct a “home of existence” that is different
from the mainstream world. Internet cryptic language has its own closedness, backwardness and challenge to
mainstream culture. Internet users should control their freedom of language and enhance their awareness of
verbal and cultural communities, and society should provide opportunities for different cultural groups to meet
on the Internet, promote their emergence from inter-group isolation, and work together to unify cultural diver-
sity and the public interest on the Internet.
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