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Rethinking and Reflecting on the Localization of Health,
Environmental and Risk Communication Research in China

Chen Liang , Tang Hongjie( Tsinghua University )
Liu Sijia( Northwestern University)

Abstract; At present, building an autonomous knowledge system for journalism and communication stud-
ies in China is particularly urgent. With the growing prominence of global issues related to health, the envi-
ronment, and risk , domestic communication scholars have increasingly focused on and conducted research in
these areas. In China, due to the global nature of these issues and the fact that many related scholars have o-
verseas educational backgrounds, these fields have gradually become among the most internationalized areas
of communication research. By reviewing the historical development of health, environmental , and risk com-
munication research and analyzing the concept of “localization” in communication studies, this study argues
that the core of localizing such research in China lies in grounding it in the national cultural and social con-
text, paying attention to both the universal and specific aspects of the issues, and adopting integrative research
methods and interdisciplinary perspectives. Finally, engaging in active dialogue and exchange with the inter-
national academic community through the three stages of theoretical validation, extension, and innovation. Im-
portantly, the localization of health, environmental , and risk communication research is not merely aimed at
serving China’s academic discourse and practical problem-solving. Rather, it seeks to contribute “ Chinese
wisdom” to global challenges in health, environmental , and risk issues by proposing theoretically leading and
cross-culturally relevant frameworks. Localization is not just a path of knowledge production—it is also a cru-
cial opportunity for the theoretical paradigm of Chinese communication studies to establish itself. Experience
from research in these areas suggests that only by rooting scholarship in China’ s cultural context, social
structure , and institutional logic can scholars develop problem consciousness and a conceptual system with
subjectivity , thereby truly participating at the core of global theoretical dialogue.

Key words: health communication; environmental communication; risk communication; localization ;

independent knowledge system
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