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Newspapers as the “ Journalism Textbook” for the Masses:
An Investigation into the Educational Practices for Worker-Peasant
Correspondents During the Liberation War Period

Tian Zhongchu( Zhejiang Gongshang University )

Abstract ; During the Liberation War Period , the emergence of worker-peasant correspondents became a
significant social phenomenon. To facilitate news reporting and writing practices among these correspondents
with limited literacy , numerous newspapers leveraged their advantages of extensive circulation, short publica-
tion cycles,and close proximity to grassroots communities to establish dedicated sections or columns to pro-
vide professional journalism education for worker-peasant correspondents, aiming to instruct them on “how to

”

write,” “what to write,” and “how to revise. 7 The “how to write” component imparted foundational knowl-
edge of journalistic practices; “ what to write” guided correspondents in presenting content aligned with revo-
lutionary mobilization needs; while “how to revise” encouraged knowledge application and fostered their
sense of social agency. Through this multidimensional educational framework, newspapers functioned as a
“journalism textbook ,” enabling numerous worker-peasant correspondents to integrate into the ranks of “the
Party’s journalists” as they resonated with the Party’s objectives.

Key words ; the Liberation War Period ; newspaper ; worker-peasant correspondents ; journalism education
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