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The Communication Practice of “ Ships” .
An Investigation of Material Media in Sino British Exchanges
Before and After the Opium War

Zhang Yue( Guangdong University of Foreign Studies)

Abstract; In the process of Sino British exchanges in the early modern times, “ship” not only played
the function of transportation, but also was an important material medium connecting different subjects and
transmitting information. It was closely related to the behavior,ideas and relationship network construction of
actors in society. It is found that “ship” is embedded in the structure of Sino British communication through
meaning representation and social practice, and reconstructs information and information communication
mode. In the aspect of representation , the “symbolic extension” of “ship” has become a discourse means for
the geographical “concealment” , performance of strength, and formulation of regulations and guidelines. In
practice , on the one hand , with more efficient “efficiency” of communication, the “ship” reshaped the space-
time perception of China and Britain in the geographical space, and intensified the tension of the Opium
War: On the other hand, relying on the characteristics of dynamic traction , flexible mobility and spatial trans-
lation , the “ship” has constantly impacted on the communication framework dominated by the “Guangzhou
system” ,and has become one of the important infrastructure for restructuring the Sino British cross-cultural
communication network.

Key words: early Modern ; ship ; material media;diplomacy between China and Britain
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