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Platform Infrastructure, Digital Sovereignty, and New Geopolitics:
A Study Based on Douyin and TikTok

Liu Jie( Renmin University of China)
Liuv Zhanwei( Minzu University of China)

Abstract ; Internet platforms’ infrastructuralization makes digital platforms become global public goods
and public utilities that transcend national territory and sovereignty, but it is difficult to avoid national dis-
putes in data sovereignty and security, leading to new geopolitical conflicts. This study is based on the parallel
platforms of Douyin and TikTok , this paper focuses on major global digital platform innovation and application
regions such as China,the United States,India and the European Union,and analyzes three major themes of
parallel platformization and infrastructuralization , digital sovereignty and daily data security ,and new geopolit-
ical conflicts in cyberspace triggered by platforms. With economic development and technological progress,
the reverse diffusion of Chinese digital platforms has sparked fears among other sovereign countries that plat-
forms are becoming “political agents” . Although the platform has supranational power to some extent, it still
assumes the role of “political intrusion” ,subject to the jurisdiction of sovereign states, and becomes a chip in
the international geopolitical game and a thing contested by all parties. Therefore , the nation-state remains a
central player in global competition and dominates the order of platform politics.

Key words: internet platforms ; geopolitics ; infrastructure ; digital sovereignty ; platform politics
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