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Ideological “Interpeller” and Self-determination .
The Sources and Outlets of Alienation of
Digital Self-presentation Behavior

Huang Hui( Dalian University of Technology)

Han Chuanxi( Dongbei University of Finance and Economics)

Abstract ; In the digital age, the act of digital self-presentation has become another foundational aspect
of how people conduct social interactions. However, under the influence of implicit social anxiety, the content
of digital self-presentation is separated from the individual and becomes the object of scrutiny. Under the con-
straint of the essentialist self,the content of the presentation fails to reflect the uniqueness of the individual,
and the social relationships between people are at risk of losing the dialogic dimension in the interchange of
similar voices. People’s digital self-presentation behaviors suffer from the dilemma of alienation. This is due to
“the generalized other” in the individual’s imagination and cognition , formed under the influence of technolog-
ical factors such as big data, algorithmic recommendations, etc. , playing the role of an ideology that “inter-
pelle” the vivid individual into the abstract subject. If individuals want to get out of the predicament of alien-
ation , they need to wake up from the fog created by “the generalized other” , self-determine their own pres-
entation behaviors, and focus on the vividness of their own selves as well as the dynamics of their presentation
behaviors , rather than just considering them as objects to be placed. In this way, it is possible to return to the
original “sheng sheng” (‘unceasing generating ) meaning underlying the act of self-presentation and achieve
self-realization.

Key words: digital self-presentation ; alienation ;ideology ; self-determination
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