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Chasing the Sunset in Livestreaming .
The Digital Transformation of Labor and Relationships
among Rural Senior Citiztns

Xu Jing( Xi’an Jiaotong University )
Zeng Weishan( Sun Yat-sen University)

Abstract; In the current social context characterized by an aging population and the overlay of digitali-
zation , how China’s elderly population accesses the digital society and engages in digital practices is an essen-
tial component of building a comprehensive well-off society. This paper aims to challenge the inherent as-
sumptions surrounding the digital labor and labor participation of the elderly, break away from the simplistic
path dependency of “alienation” and “exploitation” in digital labor,and return to the process of constructing
the subjectivity and agency of the laborers. It seeks to depict a realistic and constructive picture of the
elderly’s digital access and digital labor. Using live streaming rooms as the online field, the study employs
non-participatory observation and semi-structured interviews to collect empirical materials. The findings re-
veal that among the elderly who have achieved digital access, there is a diverse range of digital practices
demonstrated in “mastering the live streaming room,” and they construct a unique social relational imagina-
tion through “deep performance. ” Another group of elderly hosts relies on “digital intermediaries” to access
the digital live streaming platforms, being projected into the live streaming space like marionettes. Through
the self-narratives of these two types of elderly hosts,we can understand the multiple meanings of the elderly
group’s digital labor in short video production. They are not entirely passive or disconnected individuals, nor
are they objects of “exploitation” and “alienation. ” We should recognize the sense of social participation
that digital access brings to the elderly group, the new space for proving self-worth, and the dynamism and
value it injects into their later years in the pursuit of life’s meaning.

Key words: live streaming; elderly anchor;labor;inter-generational ; rural
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