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Contemporary Public Emotion: Cyber Mourning and Young
People of the Net Generation

Zeng Xin( Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)

Abstract: As social media deeply embedding in people’s daily lives and playing an important role in
people’s experience of life and death, various forms of online mourning are emerging. Based on several contro-
versial online mourning phenomenon happened in recent years, the study found that the object of network
mourning has changed from ‘ the dead’ as life bodies to various forms. Meanwhile, online mourning presents
characteristics of a daily practice with social functions, and the emotional space is full of tension and uncer-
tainty , which have caused fluidity of this emotional space. In addition, with a series of problems such as the
change of topics, emotional inflation and conflict, the emotional resonance in the space turn to be weakening.
With the extending of comments, the online emotional space has begun to show functions of public space, al-
lowing the participants to pay attention to social issues such as cultural norms and social security. However,
behaviors of online  human flesh search’ , harsh disputation and the war of traffic competition have also
emerged. Although this public emotion is short, and unstable, it reflects the possibility of online youth to pro-
mote public emotion beyond the traditional dimension with logic of network culture.

Key words: cyber mourning; the net generation ; public emotion ; extending emotional space;fan circle
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