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Liminal Switching and Choice .
Privacy Computation and Expression of Avatars
from the Perspective of Affordance

Liu Qiang ,Wang Lin( University of Shanghai for Science and Technology)

Abstract ; The transformation of avatars provides people with a visual presentation medium. Individuals
have different privacy needs in different time-space, and avatar customization helps people adjust their priva-
cy boundaries and assists them in liminal conversion. This paper uses grounded theory, incorporating human-
computer relationships into interpersonal relationships to analyze the process of avatar protection and exposure
from the perspective of bidirectional affordance in user privacy calculations. The study finds that the process
of forming avatar privacy boundaries includes three stages: perception, calculation and avatar adjustment.
The form also varies depending on the characteristics of the time-space it engages with. As the driving core of
the avatar, individuals can control the customization process in a limited environment through multiple per-
ceptions and regulations of rational and irrational factors. They utilize visual rendering modules, encryption
and decryption modules, dynamic adaptation and real-time feedback modules, and compatibility and integra-
tion modules. This allows for isolated communication between ¢ human-machine’ and ‘ machine-human’ to
achieve limited controllability of personal information in virtual interpersonal communication, forming a mosa-
ic-like unidirectional recognition pattern of individuals and groups, ultimately achieving a balanced and dy-
namic contingency display. Additionally, different avatar boundaries help people reconstruct the contextual
theater of self-presentation , expanding and updating self-awareness.

Key words: avatar customization ; affordance ; privacy boundary ;liminal space
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