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Ethical Dilemma on Network Anchor and Its Stigmatization .
Field Study Based on Online Ethnography

Wang Li,Li Li( Central China Normal University)

Abstract: Due to the incomplete market rules, the mobile live broadcast industry is full of low- quality
and vulgar content, while profit goes first to some stakeholders. Under such circumstance , the network anchors
have been stigmatized. Stigmatization is not a self-evident social phenomenon,but as historical as most socio-
logical concept. In order to figure out how the stigmatization on network anchors have been occured, who arise
it and what’ s their purpose,based on Goffman’s concept of stigma,we have done ethnographic research on
the network anchors online for three years. We have analyzed the sardonic discourse of the audiences in the
bullet screen and also their flirting behaviors while sending gifts to the anchors, trying to reveal how mobile
Internet technology reconstructs their sense of shame. At the same time, by analyzing the anti- stigmatized
measures from the self-discipline principle provided by the “ positive energy unit” , we hope to find out the
theoretical meaning of how stigma is doing as a form of power, and what is the ethical dilemma of self-stigma.

Key Words : network anchor;stigma ; ethical dilemma
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