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Achieving One’s Own Goal Yields Gratification .
Cross-cultural Interpretations of “ A Sweet Pampering Story”
by Chinese and English Readers

Lin Shengdong( Wuhan University )
Yin Xiuyun( Renmin University of China)

Abstract; As a sub-genre of Chinese online literature , “ A sweet pampering story” is not only welcomed
by Chinese readers,but also favoured by many English readers. Taking the representative works of “sweet
and favourite literature” as the research object, the study adopts the method of fantasy theme analysis to ana-
lyse the cross-cultural interpretation of this genre of online literature by Chinese and English readers. Since
readers of the same cultural group will have relatively consistent understanding because of their common
“foresight” , the number of comments and popular comments of each chapter are captured to classify “ Chi-
nese readers commented more and English readers commented less” “English readers commented more and
Chinese readers commented less” “both sides commented more” and “both sides commented less”. It can
be found that Chinese readers adopt a process-oriented participatory reading style, full of self-confirmation
and the pleasure of interactive communication , with the sweet pampering being administered by the overlord,
connoting the love-based relationship ethics of Chinese men and women, while English readers adopt a goal-
oriented immersive reading style, enjoying the reversal of power and the pleasure of achieving the ultimate
goal ,with the romance being administered by both men and women , reflecting the independent value orienta-
tion of women. This cross-cultural reading of “ Achieving one’s own goal yields gratification” , opens up a new
and effective path to promote the transformation and upgrading of international communication in the
new era.

Key words: sweet pampering novel; foresight; fantasy theme analysis; romantic relationship;

relationship ethics
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