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RV A ALt A R 45T ( min_df Z%0) 24 50 WK, F 5 9 SRS H B HG A1) ( max_df Z50) y 0. 01, LAGIBR &S 43
W BUTCR B EJR SEBR T AR A IRNE, L WniE S TR 45 @il i Bert Sentence-transformers K i
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N B E PR, 45 R A7 AR 3 B IR A S, Pearson A R EM 0. 502(p<0.01,N=30) , X
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Towards “ Leader City” : The Transmission Phenomenon and
Structure of Popular Content in Chinese Cities on
International Social Media Platforms

Xu Xiang , Yu Junjun( Tongji University)

Abstract ; Based on the perspective of urban networks, this article proposes and tests the popular content
transmission phenomenon in Chinese cities. The social media dissemination power of a city is not only about
what other cities discuss, but also about how they are “discussed” , “viewed” and “presented”. The influ-
ence of cities in international communication is not only the control of central cities and “global cities” , but
also the ability to make other cities’ images converge towards themselves. Taking the representative global so-
cial media platform Twitter as the object,30 Chinese cities were randomly selected and their post data span-
ning six years were sampled,and cross-lagged correlation analysis and social network analysis methods were
used for analysis. The research results show that there is a phenomenon of content transmission and conver-
gence centered around a few core cities in Chinese cities,, among which there is an important role that can be
called a “leader city”. Cities with high “leader city level” can lead popular content about other cities to-
wards their own popular content, forming a central directional structure around the “leader city”. In China’ s
global urban communication practice, this content transmission mechanism and the influence of“leader cit-
ies” as key nodes can also be used. We strive to optimize the presentation of international communication
content, but at the same time we must be wary of the potential risk of “formatting” the cities’ image and the
cultural manipulation it may bring about from cultural center countries.

Key words : international urban communication ; city image ; social media communication ; leader city
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