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“HU-PEN” Group:On-orbit Identity Construction of Youth
Groups’ Language Deviant Behavior

Yang Man ,Zeng Yue( Wuhan University )

Abstract: The “Hu-Pen” group is an online community with specific group norms and cultural charac-
teristics in social platforms such as Baidu Post Bar and WeChat Group, in which the Internet trolls are the
main member, mutual abuse is the interactive way. The members of the “Hu-Pen” group have formed a ra-
tionalization and daily group identity of language deviance in community interaction. Firstly, by identifying

“

with the superiority of self as the “other” in the “Hu-Pen” group,the members of the “Hu-Pen” group ra-
tionalized their narrative of language deviance from the identity level ,and abuse became a way to realize self-
expression and identity separation. Secondly, the gratification of abusing interaction weakens the violent at-
tribute of abusive behavior and the sense of anomie in moral level , and it also strengthens the sense of belong-
ing and identity of group members. The construction of abusing as a rule of group order and rank standard in
community space further transforms abuse from an abnormal deviant behavior into a daily communication way
of community members and an existence way in cyberspace. Behind this kind of group language deviant be-

havior, the social emotional catharsis and violent persuasion are reflected.

Key words: “Hu-Pen” group;language deviance ;online community ; youth subculture
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