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The Evolution of the CPC News Enterprise’ s Party
Character Principle ( 1921—1949)

Du He( GuangDong Academy of Social Sciences)

Abstract; In the principle of party character in Marxist parties’ news enterprise , there has long been an
interweaving interaction between theory and practical methods. Starting from the perspective of developing
scientific socialism, Marx and Engels emphasized that party newspapers should independently carry out and
promote the spirit of the party. Lenin shifted the connotation of party character from guiding ideology to organ-
izational will, demanding that newspapers comply with the organizational and editorial directions. The CPC
essentially accepted Lenin’ s definition of party character and explored flexible approaches in embodying the
party’ s principles and strengthening theoretical propaganda. During the Rectification Movement, Chinese
Communists led by Mao Zedong transformed the main connotation of party character into the party’ s stance
and the philosophical attitude of seeking truth from facts, emphasizing journalists’ conscious understanding.
After the Rectification Movement, the CPC summarized the experience in implementing the party character
principle , expanding its interpretation to the highest interests of the people and enriching the understanding of
the relationship between party character and truthfulness. Overall , the party character principle expounded by
Marx , Engels and Lenin, when introduced and put into practice by the CPC,became intertwined with the lo-
cal propositions such as nationalism and truthfulness, as well as the Chinese revolutionary environment. Dur-
ing this process,the CPC elevated certain practical methods to the level of ideological principles, achieving
the Sinicization of the party character principle. This not only laid the groundwork for Mao Zedong and others
to establish a proletarian news theory in China, but also provided inspiring implications for constructing an in-
dependent knowledge system in Chinese journalism studies.

Key words: CPC newspapers and journals; party character; party character principle of newspapers;

Marxist journalism theory
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