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The Formation and Practice of the Concept of
News Photography ( 1900—1947)

Zhang Bo( Lanzhou University )

Abstract;: The concept of news photography is about “what is news photography” and “how to practice
news photography”. The unique historical context, cultural concepts and social system of China have shaped
a unique concept of news photography. However, existing research on Chinese news photography has not giv-
en enough attention to this important perspective on the practice of news with Chinese characteristics. The
formation and practice of modern Chinese news photography concepts have also become a neglected issue.
The concept of “weapon theory” is a formative concept of news photography formed in modern China. Its
core connotation regards news photography as an important tool and “weapon” for internal unity and mobili-
zation , as well as external disclosure and propaganda. Its practical goal is to obtain the broadest domestic and
foreign support and service for the war of resistance and current politics. Its formation is the result of the com-
plex interaction between modern Chinese photography as a new media and Chinese society, culture and the
news industry. In the 1840s, photography entered China as a new visual medium. Portrait and landscape pho-

tography were the main application fields of photography at that time. With photography becoming a fashion



. 128 - #IAl 518316 2024 EE 4 B

and elegance of the society at that time , Chinese society began to shift its attitude towards the“ bizarre and ob-
scene” art of photography. In the 1870s and 1880s, photography gained acceptance among the Chinese pub-
lic, and photography began to be used to record social events that were considered as news value. Documenta-
ry photography was the mainstream form of photography during this period. At the beginning of the 20th cen-
tury, there was a trend of “ marriage” between photography and Chinese news practice. News photography
separated from documentary photography and began to play a role in Chinese news practice. However, at this
time , news photography was mainly used as an auxiliary means of written reporting. Starting from the 1920s,
photography magazines for newspapers began to appear in China. During this period, photo studios were the
most important source of news photography manuscripts, but most of the photographic images did not have
news value. Chinese news photography was in an exploratory period, so there was no established concept of
news photography. In the 1920s and 1930s, a group of intellectuals and cultural elites jointly promoted the
transformation of photography from technology to art,and linked with the movement of “popularization of lit-
erature and art”. Under the influence of Ideological trend of the left and wars, photography has become a
“tool” to serve the times. The context of Counter-Japanese War contributed to the germination of Shafei’s
thought of “photography weapon theory”. The concept of “wartime news photography” marked the formation
of the “weapon theory” concept . In combination with the mobilization of the Communist Party of China for
the Counter-Japanese War and the need for publicity and political construction, the concept of “weapons the-
ory” has been further developed and deepened. The Chin-Cha-Chi Pictorial has faithfully implemented the
dual requirements of “internal encouragement” and “external publicity”. The formation of the concept of
“weapon theory” is deeply influenced by China’s unique social and historical context and cultural concepts,
and its practice has far-reaching significance in promoting the development of modern Chinese social history.

Key words : news photography ; the concept of news photography ; weapon theory ; Shafei ; popularization

of literature and art
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