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A Preliminary Discussion on the Concept of Water-ink Advertising
and Empirical Studies on Its Effects

Hou Fanyue( Minnan Normal University )

Lin Shengdong ( Xiamen University )

Abstract ; In recent years, Chinese traditional cultural symbols and Chinese elements have been widely
used in advertising , and many classic works have appeared. However, academic research on this trend lags far
behind the advertising industry. This paper clarifies the confused terms such as Chinese style advertising, wa-
ter-ink style advertising and Chinese element advertising, and put forward the concept of“ water-ink advertis-
ing” for the first time. Water- ink advertising uses fully the art character of Chinese water-ink painting, and
then the whole picture has obvious characteristics of water- ink painting, all elements are organically com-
bined , that is different from Chinese style advertising which simply puts images or elements together. Water-
ink painting advertising is deeply influenced by the artistic mechanism of water-ink painting, while Chinese
style advertising relies on traditional cultural symbols to generate meaning. As an exploratory study , this paper
have conducted empirical studies on the products’ size perception and post-purchase dissonance of water-ink
advertising effects. The results shows that artistic features such as“three far” , tranquility and lingering charm
of water-ink painting have a fundamental impact on water-ink advertising.

Key Words: water-ink painting ; water-ink advertising ; advertising effect
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