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The “Public Paradox” of Public Relations and the
Construction of Its Autonomous Knowledge System

Liu Xiaocheng , Wang Hao( Lanzhou University )

Abstract ; It has been 40 years since the “first year of Chinese public relations” in 1984 that public re-
lations entered China. China has maintained uninterrupted local public relations practices, academic re-
search ,and discipline creation throughout this time, essentially following The Times’ mainstream since the re-
form and opening up. However, the majority of the most influential ideas and paradigms in the academic field
of global public relations originate in the West, while Chinese practice offers unique cultural evidence. The
“body-use relationship” issue has long raised concerns about the validity of public relations practice, aca-
demics and even disciplinary boundaries. It also severely restricts the development of an autonomous knowl-
edge system in Chinese public relations. Compared to the reflexivity research of communication discipline,
this paper returns to the historical context of the introduction of public relations to China, puts forward the
“public paradox,” a “meta-problem” that hinders the legitimacy of the discipline, and reflects on the triple
dilemma that causes the stigma of public relations profession,the lack of public relations skills and the diffi-
culty of public relations to intervene in social public affairs. Breaking through the public paradox is the key to
answering the question “how to build an independent knowledge system of minor disciplines”. As a “middle
zone” in terms of practical innovation, the public relations sector must strike a balance between strategic
communication and public ethics. As a “middle zone” in terms of practical innovation, the public relations
sector must strike a balance between strategic communication and public ethics. At the academic research
level , public relations,as a “action continuum,” should break through the theoretical field and contribute
China’s original theory to the entire functioning of society with academic power. At the level of discipline de-
velopment, China’s local public relations should break free from the patterns of “ American centralism” and
“business centralism,” actively confront important national policies, connect with national development de-
mands and maximize discipline research direction. In order to construct China’s autonomous public relations
knowledge system, it is imperative to dispel the universal misconception of Western theories, consider the lim-
ited perspective of considering China as “the land” and the West as “the world,” attend to local public rela-
tions practices,and develop autonomous theoretical systems with academic independence and cultural confi-
dence. All of these steps will help to better support the ongoing development of local public relations in
China.

Key words : public relations ; publicity ; public ; discipline reflection ; autonomous knowledge system

W U575 B H1.2023-04-14

W EE BT X Be e, 22 M K225 ] S A 4% 24 B s HOR 220 730000
T, MR S LR A B

WS=ERE ERE



