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News Frame and Its Effect on Online News Engagement .
The Chain Mediator of Fearing and Responsibility Attribution

Chen Yang ,Zhao Jiaqi( Renmin University of China)

Abstract: The news engagement behaviors of internet users, including liking, sharing and commenting,
are significant contributors to the formation of public opinion online. In the communicative environment of the
internet, the connection between users’ news reading and news engagement has become increasingly close.
Different news frames impact individuals’ psychological mechanisms, guiding their emotional responses and
responsibility attributions based on news events, thereby influencing their news engagement intentions and be-
haviors. This study focuses on rural boarding school adolescents, examining the influence of different news
frames on their news engagement intentions from a communication psychology perspective. Furthermore,, it in-
vestigates the mediating roles of fear and responsibility attribution in the process of news participation. A
large-scale group experiment was employed, with all participants randomly divided into two experimental
groups. Each group read one of two news articles on school bullying, crafted by researchers using either a
high-responsibility or an ambivalent frame. Participants then quietly completed a questionnaire. The results
revealed that in cases of school bullying, the high-responsibility frame , which emphasizes individual responsi-
bility , and the ambivalent frame , which does not highlight clear responsibility attribution, have different effects
on adolescents’ engagement intentions. The high-responsibility frame does not directly predict users’ engage-
ment intentions but influences rural adolescents’ news engagement intentions through three indirect pathways:
the mediating role of fear, the negative mediating role of responsibility attribution, and the chain mediating
role involving both fear and responsibility attribution. This study confirms that the news frame’s ability to elicit
fear can result in a “strong frame effect. ” The high-responsibility frame emphasizes the individual responsi-
bility and negative intentions of the perpetrator in bullying incidents, amplifies the perceived threat and fear
among rural adolescents by reinforcing one-sided attributes. The elicitation of fear leads to a catastrophic cog-
nitive bias, triggering motivations for self-protection and problem-solving, thus enhancing users’ news engage-
ment intentions ( both online and offline ) . This research further reveals the crucial role of fear in the genera-
tion and evolution of specific social opinions.

Key words : news frame ; fear ; responsibility attribution ; news sharing ; chain mediator
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