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Region, Ethnicity and Culture—
the Triple Landscape of Regional Cinema.
The Case of Hubei Cinema

Jiang Hanmeng ( Wuhan University )

Abstract: As an important medium to initiate the “spatial turn” in film research,regional films provide
a new approach to rewriting film history. Hubei cinema, as a prominent subset of regional cinema, has gar-
nered notable attention in recent years. The continued release of films like Hi, Mom and YOLO has amplified
the spatial scope of Hubei cinema. A comprehensive examination of exemplary Hubei films reveals a multi-
layered spatial landscape that encompasses the regional , minority , and cultural dimensions. The regional land-
scape is characterized by the use of natural and imagined scenery,laying the foundation for immersive viewer
experiences and emotional engagement. The ethnic landscape show cases of life rituals and intangible cultural
heritage of ethnic communities, fostering a deeper understanding of symbolic representations. Anchored by
Jingchu culture , the cultural landscape resonates with audiences, imbuing films with a compelling vitality. The
convergence of these three landscapes not only enriches the repertoire of local visual materials for future cine-
matic creations but also serves as a wellspring for the evolving aesthetics within the film community.

Key words : hubei movies ;jingchu culture ; regional movies ;landscape
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