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Complementing the Old and the Young . Inter-generational Cultural
Interaction among Families in Chinese Small Towns

Meng Jun,Li Chengjing( Wuhan University )

Abstract ; Chinese small-town family group’s movie-watching behavior is an important cultural practice,
and the inter-generational cultural interaction during movie-watching reflects the complex cultural and emo-
tional resonance within small-town families, which is an important entry point to explore the changes of con-
temporary small-town social life. Through the investigation of five places, it is found that family movie-watc-
hing groups in Chinese small towns have stable and clear portraits, and family movie-watching behaviors of
family groups include aggregation, expansion and dispersion. At the same time, family movie-watching in
small towns forms a unique cultural interaction mechanism. In a specific movie-watching space , family mem-
bers complete the movie-watching interaction process by means of willingness negotiation and power transfer.
And in the spatial field , emotional correlation and contract conclusion jointly construct the movie-watching in-
teraction ceremony.

Key words: Chinese small towns ; family groups;movie-watching behavior ; inter-generational interaction
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