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Research on Mencius’ “ Raise People with Goodness”
Moral Communication Thought

Yao Zhiwen( South China Normal University )

Abstract : Mencius® proposition of “raise people with goodness” holds that moral communication is a
process in which the potential possibility of human nature becomes empirical and conscious moral cognition
through external information stimulation. Conscience is the innate moral cognitive ability of “soul” ,and the
initiation of conscience is a process of information dissemination and moral cognition simultaneously. Based
on the soul-nature basis of “goodness” ,the proposition of “raise people with goodness” establishes the ac-
cepting subjectivity as the cornerstone of moral communication. By giving full play to the initiative of the sub-
ject in the communication between heaven and human, mediocrity and saint, the recipients can not only rec-
ognize the virtue within himself, but also recognize the destiny, so as to establish an unbreakable and ultimate
basis for self-survival. In the proposition of “raise people with goodness” ,the body is the medium of moral
communication , and moral cognition is not only embodied , but also situational. During the interaction between
the body and the environment, moral communication is not only profoundly influenced by the external envi-
ronment , but also has a social-political function that is counterproductive to the environment. What the propo-
sition of “raise people with goodness” points to is not only the construction of individual moral personality,
but also good social atmosphere and good governance.

Key words: Mencius; raise people with goodness; moral communication ; accepting subjectivity ; embod-

ied cognitive
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