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Mao Zedong’s Early Journalism Practices and the Germination of
His News Thoughts

Ji Weimin ( University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)
Li Bin( Hebei University)

Abstract; The early news practices and ideological development of the Communist Party of China
(CPC)underwent three stages: the first stage was the enlightenment phase of Marxist thought, which was
“spread but not yet widely disseminated” ; the second stage was the dissemination and development phase
during the formation of the “Communist groups” and the establishment of the CPC;the third stage was the
tortuous exploration phase during the period of cooperation between the Kuomintang( KMT) and the CPC. U-
sing these three stages as the temporal framework , this paper reviews the specific processes of Mao Zedong’s
journalism practices, focusing on his family upbringing and education, his pursuit of education away from
home , his revolutionary activities in Beijing, his role as a newspaper editor, his organizational activities and
his deep engagement in rural areas. It examines the germination and development of Mao Zedong’s news
thoughts during this period , with a focus on his ideas regarding the function of news, the theory of party news-
papers and principles of journalism work. Based on this, we can conclude that Mao Zedong’s process of in-
tegrating the fundamental principles of Marxism with the specific realities of China involved aligning the Chi-
nese Communist Party’s line, guidelines and policies with China’s concrete conditions. Additionally, the com-
bination of Marxist principles with the outstanding traditional Chinese culture demonstrates an inevitable con-
gruence between the fundamental tenets of Marxism and the essence of traditional Chinese culture, transitio-
ning from the external to the internal and from the superficial to the profound.

Key words: Mao Zedong’s news thoughts; journalism with Chinese characteristics; independent knowl-

edge system; “two combinations”
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