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Political Symbols, Propaganda and Obscure Political Expression .
The Political Implication Evolution in the Image of Chinese Stamps

Zhou Ren( Shanghai Normal University )

Abstract; As a kind of securities which combines the information, channel and audiences, stamps have
naturally formed a high political significance. The political communication function of stamp images is far ear-
lier than its cultural , artistic and aesthetic functions. In the 140-year history of Chinese stamp issuance, the
political communication function of stamp images has also experienced a process of evolvement from simple to
rich. Due to the restrictions of feudal monarchy in the late Qing dynasty,the political communication function
of stamps was limited to the symbol of the regime. After the founding of the ROC, the government continued
the function of political symbols of stamps, and meanwhile , the function of propaganda began to germinate and
develop. Because of the coexistence of several separatist regimes , these regimes made full use of stamps as a
media to further strengthen their image propaganda function. After the founding of the PRC, under the guiding
ideology of*the basic working methods of the CCP” , the propaganda function of the stamp images has been
brought into full play and become a powerful media for communicating the policies of the Party and the state
in the fields of politics, economy , diplomacy, culture and ideology. After the reform and opening up, China’ s
policy has turned to economic construction as the center. In order to meet the people’ s growing spiritual and
cultural needs, the cultural and artistic functions of stamps have begun to develop and prosper in an all-round
way. However, this does not mean that the political communication function of stamps has been weakened or
diminished , but deduced into a more mature politics media.

Key Words ; stamps ; political iconology ; political symbols ; propaganda function ; political semantics

W U7 B H5:2018-07-02
WMEFRAE  #, LIRS R2E A SC S E#E4Be ; [ifE 200234
WEEHE. E



