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Hybrid Spaces: The Mediated Spatial Production of
Subway “ Phubbers”

Huang Jun(South-Central Minzu University )
Zhou Xiao ( Sichuan Normal University)

Abstract ; Based on the in-depth interviews with 22 office workers and students about the use of mobile
phones in the underground, we explore the perceived space, conceptual space and the mediated space pro-
duction of “phubbers” in the underground by introducing “hybrid space” into the theoretical spectrum of
“spatial triad” represented by Lefebvre and Soja. The study explores the perceived, conceived and living
space of “phubbers” in the metro. In the first space, various forms of media extend people’s perception of
physical space,and their practice of physical space is increasingly inseparable from the intervention of mobile
terminals represented by mobile phones. People’s conception of the second space is not only based on the re-
production of the first space,but also can be immersed in their own virtual worlds through the mobile Inter-
net. The mediated and embedded third space makes it easier to switch between the first and the second
space. The mediated and embedded third space causes people to switch between the first and the second
space more and more easily, but the mixed spatial environment of reality and falsehood creates a state in
which they are often in the state of wandering, swaying, struggling and entangled.

Key words : third space ; spatial production ; underground ; phubbers ; mediatisation
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