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The Influence of Social Organizations as Medium on the
Construction of Rural Life Community .
A Case Study Based on M YVillage in Suzhou

Yang Fengyun,Ma Zhonghong( Soochow University )

Abstract ; After the reform and opening up , with the transformation of rural economy from traditional ag-

riculture to modern industry , rural social relations and lifestyles have profoundly changed,and the traditional

local unity has gradually collapsed. Under this background, the reconstruction of local unity has become an
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urgent problem to be solved in rural governance. This paper takes a village in Suzhou as a case, takes medi-
um transfer as a theoretical perspective,and adopts online and offline participatory observation and in-depth
interview methods to explore how a social organization become medium after entering the village and construct
a new relationship between people and people and between people and the village , so as to promote the re-u-
nity of rural society. The reason why this paper chooses a social work organization as the research object is
that as a kind of public welfare and semi-public welfare social organization, it can play an important role in
community construction, service supply for the convenience of the people, and social relations mediation,
which is of great significance to the unity construction of rural society. At the same time, for some villages in
developed areas, the public infrastructure of these villages is quite complete. “Event unity” such as building
roads , building bridges, and building public toilets together to unite people and cultivate the spirit of unity
and mutual assistance has become less effective. The social work organization, as an exogenous force that cul-
tivates the publicity and subjectivity of the masses through social support, can exactly make up for the lack of
unity mechanism in such villages. The research found that as a media, a social work organization first connect
multiple subjects such as villagers and village cadres through the provision of convenient services, so as to
close the connections between people within the village. Secondly, on the basis of connection, the villagers
and village cadres,through communication practice , construct a lifestyle that integrates with each other,dem-
onstrating the “interaction” role of this social work organization. Furthermore , through interactive practice,
the social work organization and villages jointly weave a new interactive network , which changes the relation-
ship between villagers and villagers and villagers and village cadres, thereby reshaping the village society to a
certain extent. Finally, after the reproduction of the relationship promoted by the social work organization, the
publicity and subjectivity of the villagers are strengthened , and the strong spirit of mutual help and friendship
is reflected in the participation of the village public affairs. The beautiful picture of the rural living community
is constructed. Overall, the construction of rural living community by the social work organization as a medi-
um has gone through a progressive dynamic process of “establishing connection-developing interaction-regen-
erate relationship-constructing meaning” . The social relations constructed by the social work organization re-
shape the publicity in the daily life of villagers and provide a possibility for the medium transformation of ru-
ral governance.

Key words: social organization ; medium ; transposivity ; rural living community
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