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Research on the Reproduction of Rural Digital Public Fields:
Practical Investigation on Governance Based on Tencent’s
"Village for Village' Platform

Zhou Mengjie( Hunan Normal University , Changsha University )

Abstract; In a mediated society, digital platforms have been deeply embedded in the daily life and po-
litical activities of rural society. The internet and new media technologies provide new public participation
platforms for rural areas, allowing villagers to participate in real civil society and jointly build digital public-
ness. The research takes a practical approach and adopts a combination of online participation observation
and field investigation to explore how rural digital platforms can provide the possibility of communication and
dissemination. In the field of rural media, what practical communication activities are adopted by diverse

subjects, with a focus on exploring Tencent’s information production, social interaction and meaning genera-

tion for the "village" , and it further analyze what digital public domain Tencent has constructed for the " vil-
lage" platform and how it is possible and sustainable. The research has found that as a rural digital platform,
Tencent’s " for the village" has become a media platform for grassroots voice and resource grafting. In the

predicament of the decline of traditional public spaces, it has not only become a meaningful space for the
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convergence of media symbols, but also strengthened the emotional efficacy of rural social relationships and
enhanced the reproduction of rural publicness. Tencent has created a digital public domain for villagers to
communicate openly, engage in equal dialogue and collaborate together. Through online mobilization and off-
line recruitment, it has achieved a more endogenous and effective practical entity. Therefore, the " for the
village" platform provides new interactive spaces and media environment for the reconstruction of rural pub-
licness, thereby creating opportunities for shaping a new online public domain. In the context of rural revi-
talization, the empowerment of multiple governance entities relying on new media technology has created a "
practical endogenous" digital public sphere, promoting the coordinated development of national power, pri-
vate rights and public spirit, and stimulating the media performance of villagers, emotional space reconstruc-
tion and rural social order reconstruction. It also reflects the non-confrontational and practical characteristics
of the construction of China’s rural digital public sphere. In the process of platform co-construction, relation-
ship co-governance and value co-creation, young people returning to their hometowns have become important
media actors. They follow the action logic of constructing publicness in various communication practice activ-
ities, reconstruct the rural group relationship network, achieve reciprocal cooperation in rural public affairs,
and become important communication nodes in the rural digital public field, thus constructing a collaborative
and interactive actor network space form a three-way interlocking model of " national guidance—grassroots
participation—enterprise collaboration" . People and non-human actors, mainly composed of government,
enterprises and local elites converge and interact with each other through rational communication, mutual
recognition, consensus building, social practice and other stages to jointly construct the rural digital public
domain, ensuring the healthy development and modern transformation of the public domain. In addition,
Tencent’s " For Villages" platform is based on the rural social relationship network, which, to some extent,
compensates for the deficiencies of governance entities and fragmented governance actions, promoting the
good operation of social consultation. It is suggested that future research can attempt to shift the research par-
adigm from social criticism to practice, and change the way questions are explored, that is, from " criticism
of the public sphere" to " questioning how people use media to practice and construct what kind of digital
public sphere" . In these subtle practical actions, the evolution of public characteristics and power structures
can be discovered.

Key words: public domain ; practical paradigm ;rural governance ;digital platform ; publicity
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