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Beyond the Determinism by Historical-Social Context .
An Inspection on the Origins of
Ritual Communication Thoughts

Liu Jianming , Yu Feng( Wuhan University)

Abstract ; According to Mannheim’s sociology of knowledge , the knowledge of humanities and social sci-
ences originate from social circumstance rather than evolution of knowledge itself and individual creative abil-
ity. It is indeed valid to apply Mannheim’s point to the origin of ritual communication thoughts. But it is not
enough to explain the origin;the previous researches,the evolution of knowledge itself, and researcher’s crea-
tivity also play an important role in the origin and development of ritual communication thoughts. The root of
the problem lies in that when explaining the relation between knowledge and society, sociology of knowledge
emphasizes too much on the role that society plays one-way on knowledge ,and knowledge is totally passive,
meanwhile ignoring the role that knowledge plays actively on society. As to the origin of ritual communication
thoughts , the determinism by historical-social context neglects the active penetration of ritual communication
thoughts into society. Only by transcending the determinism in historical-social context, can we understand
correctly the origin of ritual communication thoughts.

Key words : ritual communication ;origin of thought; Mannheim ; sociology of knowledge ; determinism by

historical-social context
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