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The Way and Influence of Bianbao’ Function Change

into News Communication

Wei Haiyan ,Wang Yashen ,Du Haihong ( Hebei University)

Abstract ; Bianbao in the Song Dynasty can be divided into broad and narrow senses. In the broad
sense , Bianbao refer to official documents issued by border governments. In the narrow sense, Bianbao are
essentially secret military document sent from the border areas to the central government. Compared to the
two, the latter better reflects the uniqueness of things and has more logical value. The content of Bianbao en-
ters news communication in two ways; institutionalized and non-institutionalized. The representative media of
the former are Dibao and Bangshi institutional news dissemination through recording and public display, while
the representative media of the latter are Xiaobao and books-non-institutional news dissemination through folk
rumors and illegal publications. Institutionalized communication embodies the purposes of propaganda and
comfort of the authorities and is actually a political communication. Non-institutionalized communication
meets people’s demand for security information, which is the real news communication and represents the di-
rection of historical progress. Dibao and Xiaobao in the Song Dynasty could not only be effective transmitters
of border intelligence, but also had the potential to break the information monopoly of the feudal autocratic
government. However, the rulers tried their best to limit their functions and normal development in order to
maintain the old system. The conversion mechanism of border intelligence and news in the Song Dynasty ba-
sically failed, which was one of the important factors leading to the weakness of its national defense power.
This article analyzes the phenomenon of Bianbao communication and finds that there is a non synchronicity
between the level of media development in the Song Dynasty and the degree of openness and freedom in com-
munication. This non synchronicity is closely related to the ruling group’s maintenance of its narrow inter-
ests, proving that the authoritarian centralization system at that time had already exposed its decadent and
hindering social development side. If we broaden the perspective of history, the Song Dynasty was not a peri-
od of decline for China’s authoritarian centralization system. The above findings provide a historical commen-
tary on the imbalance of social development.

Key words : Bianbao ; Dibao ; Xiaobao ; institutionalized communication ;non institutionalized communication
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