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Mothers’ New Media Practice and Sense of Identity
from the Perspective of Empowerment .
A Qualitative Study of Guangzhou

Tang Jiayi( Sun Yat-Sen University )

Abstract; With the help of network ethnography and in-depth interview, this study takes stay-at-home
mothers in Guangzhou as research object, and discusses how stay-at-home mothers” new media practice affects

their identity from the perspective of empowerment. In general , the new media practices of stay-at-home moth-

n n

ers can be roughly classified into three forms, namely," individual narrative" ," community mutual assis-
tance" and "value construction" . Based on the theoretical perspective of empowerment, new media practice
affects stay-at-home mothers’ identity in three ways. Firstly, new media provide stay-at-home mothers with a
space to perform the role of mothers on the Internet. They enhance their role identity through positive con-
struction of identity discourse. Second , new media has built a new social relationship network for stay-at-home
mothers. From the perspective of relationship empowerment, new media practice has promoted their sense of
identity with stay-at-home mothers. Finally ,new media give stay-at-home mothers a way to participate in on-
line and home-based social production and gain economic rewards, which promotes their sense of self-efficacy

and self-identity from the perspective of labor empowerment.

Key words : identity ; stay-at-home mother;new media;media empowerment
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