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From Novelty Hunting to Therapy :
A Technical Orientation of Virtual Idol Worship

Yan Qing,He Limin( Jinan Universtiy)

Abstract ; Why are virtual idol, as a product of technology, so popular and becomes a new menber in fan
culture? This study adopts the method of constructing grounded theory and topic modeling, and finds that mo-
tivations of fans’ worship are affected by the external characteristics such as sound, makeup, hair and the
technical factors such as technology novelty. The entertainment performance and pastime experience of virtual
idol attracting many young people to immerse themselves in and gain emotional gratification and identity. The
appearance and personality characteristics of virtual idols trigger pleasing aesthetic experience, visual pleas-
ure and visual happiness. Driven by technology , this behavior of virtual idol worship provides a new perspec-
tive for explaining the current phenomenon of virtual idol, as well as the topic of fan culture and the subjectiv-
ity of fans.

Key words: virtual idol;fan culture ;technology human;idol worship
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