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Performative Labor . The Logic and Cultural Impacts of
Micro-Celebrities’ Fan Management

Yan Yan( Renmin University of China)

Abstract ; Micro-celebrities are a new type of celebrity in the Internet era. They inherit the basic charac-
teristics of traditional celebrities of being " known for his well-knownness" , but are narrow, common and e-
phemeral in essential for depending on the online vehicle which their fame are based on. This paper defines
micro-celebrities’ fan management activities, i. e. the activity of attracting, stabilizing and commercializing
their fans as a kind of " performative labor" with performative authenticity , performative ordinariness and per-
formative intimacy as three core characteristics. This fame-oriented performative labor has had a profound im-
pact on the behavioral practices of both celebrities and ordinary people. On the one hand,it changes the tra-
ditional rules of celebrity image presentation and reverses the power relations between celebrities and fans.

"intimate public sphere" characterized by individual narratives and emotion-

On the other hand, it creates an
al encounters.

Key words : micro-celebrities ; social media; fans;labor;public sphere
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