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Research on the Social Communication Network and Information
Transmission in Grain Transportation of Tribute Troops
in Qing Dynasty

Shen Shengqun(Sun Yat-sen University )

Abstract ; In the Qing dynasty, military soldiers of grain transportation were named as the tribute grain
transport troops under the wei nationality in the Qing dynasty. It is different from the soldiers under the eight-
flag system and from the grassroots people in the society. As grain transporters, they participate in the whole
transportation process, from sailing to various provinces to load grain,to transport grain to Beijing and tong-
zhou , and to escort empty vessels back to the south. The social network based on this has always presented its
complexity. Among them , there are the relationship between the superior and the subordinate stipulated by the
system , the trading relationship of goods,the employment relationship of the skipper,and the relationship be-
tween the local people and the gang formed by the transportation channel. These social relationship, on the
one hand, construct the daily life and social activities of the the tribute grain transport troops, on the other
hand , affect the regional society through which the canal flows, giving birth to the multiple social roles of the
tribute grain transport troops, constantly reiterating the status of carriers and highlighting the changeable char-
acteristics of the role of “human” in society.

Accompanied by social network information transmission, the information transfer to a large extent
reflects the tribute grain transport troops living appeals, the tribute grain transport troops network has
enriched its transportation life and provided the carrier of information transmission. lts communication process
is still not divorced from the traditional “ interpersonal” communication mode. Its content includes folk infor-
mation such as rice price,local conditions,and official news in the local newspaper, which indirectly reflects
the life aspirations of the the tribute grain transport troops. It is undeniable that the transmission of
information will have the dual nature of truth and falsehood , advantages and disadvantages. True information
is conducive to the production and life of the people and the tribute grain transport troops. On the contrary,
false information will cause panic among the people in the region to a certain extent and disturb the order of
local government. No matter what kind of influence, the tribute grain transport troops,as a group walking on
the canal all the year round, not only disseminated the customs and habits of the original place of residence,
but also constantly collected information along the canal, the south and the north in the social development
and the information circulation in the Qing dynasty played a role cannot be underestimated.

Key Words ; water transport cereals ; the tribute grain transport troops ; transmutation ; social networking;

information delivery
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