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Rethinking the Conceptual Implication, Theoretical Transmutation
and Political Communication Research Practices of the
Three-Dimensional View of Power

Xu Di,Li Xiaochuan( Huazhong University of Science and Technology)

Abstract ; Interpreting power relations is an essential issue in the field of social science research. The
three-dimensional view of power,as a doctrine that reveals the nature of power,has deep theoretical roots in
exploring how power is concretely projected in the realm of experience, and is an effective theoretical tool
used to conceptualizethe mechanism of power in empirical research, but the attention of this theory is empha-
sized in China. By rethinking the effectiveness of the three-dimensional concept of power,this study clarifies
the conceptual meaning of the theory, summarizes the transmutation process of its creation ,improvement and
refinement over the past half-century, and further examines its practical application in the study of political
communication in terms of macroscopic power games, mesoscopic power mechanisms and microscopic power
structures, as an overview of the doctrine of the three-dimensional concept of power. The three-dimensional
view of power proposes a distinct path of power interpretation, which is helpful in explaining micro-causality ,
assessing meso-institutions and analyzing macro-social systems, and contributes worthwhile research ideas and
theoretical frameworks for political communication research, thus better identifying the starting point of the
game of power in international political communication and power,and more clearly depicting the interactive
landscape of domestic political communication and micro-power practices.

Key words : power relations ; three-dimensional view of power; power interpretation ; political communi-

cation

W Hs B #5.2022-12-17

WEERAL. 1R b AR R 55 B = b B TR 5 AL HE e S50 = 5 WA 430074
ZEBe 1] AR B R A 5 (5 B AR 2

W= ERE LR



