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Cognitive Mechanism and Process of Advertising Metaphor .
Analysis Based on Metaphor Theory

Cheng Ming ,Ni Kang( Wuhan University )

Abstract ; Metaphor exists in human cognition and thinking. Advertising metaphor plays an important
role in the construction of consumer cognition, and there are also difficulties in solving problems in the
process of consumer cognition. To enable consumers to accurately understand the metaphorical implications of
advertising metaphors and reduce the difficulties in advertising metaphor cognition while maintaining the val-
ue of advertising metaphors, it is necessary to start with the cognitive mechanism of advertising metaphors for
consumers. Therefore , starting from the conceptual metaphor theory of George Lakoff and the primary meta-
phor theory of Joseph Grady, this article studies and sorts out the cognitive premise, mechanism and process

of advertising metaphor based on the classification of advertising metaphor into primary and complex meta-
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phors. The premise of advertising metaphor cognition is that consumers” personal experience needs to have
similarities with cultural experience. The core of the cognitive mechanism of advertising metaphor is mapping
or neural circuitry. The primary metaphorical mapping in advertising indirectly determines the metaphorical
implications of complex metaphors in advertising by determining the mapping components of them. The cogni-
tive process of advertising metaphor is the process of integrating from the bottom to the top of the advertising
metaphor structure to the top of the advertising metaphor structure. Complex metaphors targeting products or
services are on the top of the advertising metaphor structure, and consumers construct their cognition about
products or services by this metaphor.

Key words : advertising metaphor; advertising cognitive ; cognitive mechanism ; cognitive process
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