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The Predecessor and Essence of the “ Jizhe” .
the Evolution of the Professional Appellations of
Journalists in the Late Qing Dynasty

Zhou Guangming , Tang Yu( Wuhan University )

Abstract: “ Jizhe” is an important professional appellation in the journalism and communication circle.
In the process of development of Chinese journalism,the evolution of its meaning is complicated. It has been
affected by both native culture and some extraterritorial factors. The study found that at the time when the lo-
cal conditions of evolution almost reached a critical point, the press circle chose the word“ Jizhe” originating
from Japan. This paper also examined the subtle relationship among the professional appellations including
“Jizhe” ,* Zhubi” and* Fangshiren” , denying the previous conclusion that“ Fangyuan” is the predecessor of
“ Jizhe” . This paper argued that the recognition and use of the press circle was the most important of the man-
y channels in which“ Jizhe” was introduced. Only after it was bound with some media vocabulary, it got a
clear professional meaning. However , whether® Jizhe” was regarded as a new professional appellation or a gen-
eral name for journalists,its emergence in the late Qing dynasty was inevitable to some extent.

Key Words: Jizhe ; editor ; reporter ; professional appellation
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