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Empirical Study on the Agenda Setting Effects of Diverse Media
in the Context of Civil Code Dissemination

Wang Yanan( East China University of Political Science and Law)
Cai Fenglin( China University of Political Science and Law)
Lin Shiwei( Fudan University )

Qin Chaosen( East China University of Political Science and Law)

Abstract ; This study examines the differential effects of multi-media legal education agenda setting by
analyzing the Weibo posts and comments related to the Civil Code issued by government legal education insti-
tutions, professional media and opinion leaders in the self-media sector in the year before and after its imple-
mentation. The study applies methods such as topic modeling analysis, correlation analysis and Granger cau-

sality test to investigate the variations in the effectiveness of legal education agenda setting across different



.26 - #iAl5183E i 2023 £ 4 1

media platforms. Firstly, based on the release date of the Civil Code and the temporal extension of topic pop-
ularity, a total of 10,548 Weibo texts related to the Civil Code were collected from government institutions,
professional media and self-media accounts from March 2020 to May 2021. The study further employs latent
topic and clustering analysis to identify and extract different thematic content, aiming to understand the di-
versity of agenda topics discussed on the multi-media Weibo platform within the context of the Civil Code’s
dissemination. Secondly, based on correlation analysis, the study explores the interrelationships in agenda
setting among different media, revealing the distinct roles and influences of government institutions, profes-
sional media and self-media in legal education agenda setting. Lastly, the study employs Granger causality
test to examine the guiding relationships between different media platforms and audience agenda setting. The
research findings demonstrate that multi-media coverage of the Civil Code primarily focuses on the themes of
publicity and mobilization, marriage and family and personal information protection. Specifically, the theme
of publicity and mobilization accounts for 21% of the total, marriage and family for 53% and personal infor-
mation protection for 26%. Among these media platforms, government institutions exhibit comprehensive con-
tent construction regarding legal education agendas, but lack statistically significant effects in guiding the au-
dience. Professional media, with their authority and expertise, play the role of " intermediaries" in the dis-
semination of legal education information, both receiving the legal education needs of government institutions
and guiding the information flow between the audience and self-media. Self-media, on the other hand, act as
a catalysts, their legal education agenda setting is influenced by audience information preferences while also
reinforcing audience information biases. However, it should be noted that this study has limitations. The data
primarily comes from Weibo texts and lacks information on legal education propaganda from other channels,
thus requiring further exploration and analysis. To gain a deeper understanding of the agenda-setting mecha-
nisms in legal education information dissemination, future research can adopt a multi-case study approach to
compensate for the limitations of this study. In terms of optimizing the effectiveness of legal education agenda
dissemination in the new communication environment, government legal education institutions should guide
topic selection based on societal benefits, while professional media should assume the responsibility of posi-
tively guiding public opinion rather than solely pursuing traffic and economic benefits.

Key words; Civil Code ;agenda setting;law dissemination ; multi-media
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