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The Transmutation of China’s Image in the International Sports Arena
since Modern Times and Its Cultural Analysis

Wang Xiang( Xi‘an Physical Education University)
Bao Haibo( Shaanxi Normal University )

Abstract ; Since modern times, the image of China in the international sports world has undergone an ev-
olutionary process from "sick man of East Asia" to " sporting power" and then to " sports power" ,and the

cultural logic behind it is thought-provoking. The metaphor of the " sick man of East Asia" in modern China

is an image of the "other" deliberately constructed by the capitalized culture of modernity based on " West-

ern-cenirism" . The establishment of New China“s image as a " sporting power" is essentially a process of

washing away the shame of the '

"sick man of East Asia" and rebuilding national cultural self-confidence. The
emergence of China’s image of " sports power" in the new era requires to follow the logic of new cosmopoli-
tanism theory, pragmatically and objectively shaping the physical image and media image with cultural con-
sciousness and historical initiative , writing the mission and responsibility of the times carried by Chinese
sports , and realizing the organic unity of the national nature of sports culture with Chinese characteristics and
the world, so as to lay a good " background" for the international community to shape the image of China’s
sports power.

Key words : modern ; international sports ;image of China;image transmutation ; cultural analysis
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