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The Discourse Evolution of China’s Provincial Slogans
since Reform and Opening Up

Zhou Chengsi( Wuhan University )

Abstract; In China, centralized state governance is realized to a large extent through provincial govern-
ance. The slogans of provincial governance play an important role in China’s governance discourse system to
carry on the top and the bottom. Based on the perspective of discourse research, this study systematically
composes 255 Party Congress report themes of 31 provinces ( municipalities and autonomous regions ) from
1978 to 2021, and finds through the discourse and theme analysis that China’s governance slogans have al-
ways been strong in expressing the central government’s governing philosophy and national strategic expecta-
tions , while they have experienced a process from weak to strong in expressing the changing characteristics of
provincial conditions and provincial governance features; the political statement function and goal mobiliza-
tion function are prominent, but the social response function and consultation and governance function are not
obvious ; the slogan of governance expresses the organizational identity of provincial committees as " local
leaders" and " policy implementers" in relation to the central government,and reinforces inter-governmental
relationship of "local obedience to the central government" and " subordinate obedience to superiors" , and
shapes the political concept of " the Party leads everything" and " the whole country works as one" . Through
the change of the slogan of provincial governance, this paper reveals how the provincial authorities turn pro-
vincial strategies into political responses to the will of the central government and national strategies through
the way of " requesting authorization" ,so as to achieve the goal of pluralistic and heterogeneous governance

"one game of the whole country" . This study contributes to a discursive per-

on the basis of adhering to the
spective on how China’s conceptual strategy of state governance is disseminated , mobilized ,and implemented
at the intermediate level.

Key words: provincial governance slogans; content preferences; discourse evolution; party congress

themes ; discourse analysis
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