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Intermediaryness, Distantless , Currentness, Connectivity .
Another Way to Understand News

Li Hongjiang ( Communication University of China)

Abstract; As a basic concept in journalism, the understanding and definition of " news" is related to the
development of journalism. Heidegger’s ontological thought is of great significance to re-understand news and
get rid of the old way of defining news. The article holds that from the perspective of Heidegger’s hermeneutic
phenomenology , observing news in the pedigree of the relationship between dasein and the world will intui-
tively realize the most original characteristics of new—the intermediary between dasein and the current
world. People understand the present distant world through news. " News" acts as a kind of intermediary and
bridge between dasein and something else it refers to. In the intermediary, it contains the ontological involve-
ment between news, humans and the world. From the perspective of spatial relationship, news bears the func-
tion of " distantless" . It brings distant events that people can’t directly recognize. Through news, people’s cog-
nition goes beyond the scope of visual and personal experience. In terms of time, news points to the existing
issues in the evolution of time, and it is the time of continuous evolution that constitutes the fundamental
mechanism and endogenous power for the continuous production of news. At the social level , news is often not
for one person but for many people. It connects people in different spaces into a common world of imagination
and even experience. This article argues that, with Heidegger’s ontological thought as the methodological sup-
port, the analysis of the relationship between news, dasein and the world will help to deeply understand the
intrinsic relationship between human beings and news, to transform the study paradigm of journalism and truly
establish journalism in the dimension of existentialism and humanism.

Key words : understanding news ; Heidegger’ s ontology ; dasein and the current world
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