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From Place Ballet to Media Ballet .
The Construction of Man-land Relationship in Chinese Rural We Media

Zhang Junhan( Tsinghua University )

Abstract: We Media provide a platform for farmers who were once on the edge of communication activi-
ties to carry out self-narrative from the perspective of the subject, and also provide a suitable ‘ self-text’ for in-
vestigating the current human land relationship between farmers and villages. Guided by Place Ballet Theory,
along the analytical framework of the occurrence space of place ballet, the theme of place ballet and the in-
volvement of We Media in place ballet, the study analyzed the rural short video works released by 16 typical
rural We Media accounts within one year by means of text analysis, to reveal how the current We Media has
affected the relationship between rural people and land under the background of deeply embedded in rural
daily life,and what kind of relationship situation it shows. The research finds that farmers integrate the a-
chievements of modernization development represented by cities and their integration into the cognition of the
noumenon of the countryside, highly identify with the current situation of partially modernized villages, and
thus develop a conscious identity of farmers and local identity of the countryside, presenting a highly harmoni-
ous relationship between rural people and land. In addition, the media ballet produced by the intervention of
We Media in the rural place ballet has promoted frequent interaction between the farmers as the main body
and the local villages based on the logic of narrative convention, making We Media itself an important factor
in the dynamic construction of contemporary rural human land relations.

Key words: place ballet; countryside ; man-land relationship ; rural short video; We Media
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