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The Right to Know and the Social History of Media:
Conversation with Michael Schudson

Zheng Yihui( Beijing Language and Culture University) , Wang Jinli( Fujian Normal Univerisity)
Xiao Jun( Wuhan University) , Ji Li( Wuhan University)

Abstract: In the first half of the discussion, Chinese scholars shared their understanding of the cultural
right to know, the internet technology and its implications for democracy with professor Michael Schudson.
Schudson responded by arguing that the right to know is more a “statutory possibility” or a cultural expecta—
tion than a legal, political right; the notions of right to know may differ in different cultures, but the digital
technology and the internet did not change the rise of a widespread sense that the general public have a right
to know; he used the book to develop the notion of monitory democracy. The focus of the last half of the dis—
cussion was the methods of social history study. Schudson argued that social history didn’ t mean history from
the top down,social history of media focuses on common journalists, and what he called a “social history ”
might just as well be called a “cultural history”; a certain level of “fragmentation” in social history is inevita—
ble and the media’ s role in politics and culture is very difficult to access; to advance the social history of
media, one should pay attention to news stories and private letters of journatists. Schudson wanted to step out
of the media centered viewpoint to make a survey of the public sphere as a whole, and therefore moved away
from the field of media history study.

Key Words: the right to know; social history of media; cultural history; cultural rights; supervision of de—

mocracy
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