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Gathering , Layering and Coupling of
the Construction of the Live-streaming Community ;
Taking Feng Timo’ s Fan Community as a Case

Liu Qiong( Central China Normal University )
Huang Shiwei( Jinan University )

Abstract ; The live-streaming community has become an important force in the field of fan culture and
consumption under the new media context. As a " product of social process" ,it is constructed by the practice
and interaction of continuous communication between hosts and fans in the new media context. The study into
the process and results of community construction can provide theoretical interpretation and practical guid-
ance for understanding the logic of community behavior and constructing an orderly user-participation com-
munity. Taking the macro category of communication and interaction as an important frame of reference, the
findings of an online ethnographic observation and in-depth interviews on Feng Timo s live-streaming fan
community are as follows: At the micro-individual level , with the para-social interaction between the host and
fans and the para-social interaction among fans becoming deeper;the live-sireaming community construction
has experienced three stages:the content meeting the diverse needs of fans, community interaction stimulating
fans” emotional identification, and explicit behaviors promoting the change of fans’ identity. During this
process , atomic individuals gather into the fan community. At the meso-organizational level , internal layering ,
such as rank differences,role division and member alienation, has shaped the basic organization form and the
norm system of the live-streaming community. The community has changed from disorder to order and re-
mains in a fluid and open state. At the macro -system level, the interaction and coupling with political and e-
conomic forces,other communities ,the media and the public construct the ecological relationship of power in
the live-streaming community , and will affect the further development and evolution of the community.

Key words: live-streaming community ; para-social interaction ; organization form ; power ecosystem
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