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Male Representation and Identity from the Perspective of
Gender Theory .
An Investigation of Gender Discourse Based on the TV
Series Nothing but Thirty

Liu Na( Wuhan University )
Ding Yixuan( Wuhan Donghu University )

Abstract;In the context of the prosperity of social gender theory, the male media image presents a
trend of diversification, and the male media representation partly reflects the current situation of male exist-
ence. The TV series Nothing but Thirty is analyzed using content analysis and frame research methods to ex-
plore the way in which male images are reshaped and reproduced under the discourse of social gender theo-
ry. The research analyzes the two dimensions of the image representation of male characters in TV dramas
and the characters” identification with male identity. The study found that female-themed TV dramas have in-
corporated women’s expectations of men’s roles in the shaping of men’s images, but in fact, the representa-
tion of men’s images has not yet escaped the shackles of patriarchal discourse, and each character is related
to patriarchy to varying degrees. Modernity and patriarchal remnants are intertwined in confrontation. The
reason is that the reappearance of male images in female-themed TV dramas is affected by the awakening of
feminism. On the one hand, it shows a fierce sense of resistance. On the other hand, it has not yet gotten
rid of the shackles of patriarchal discourse, and still shows links with the patriarchy to varying degrees. The
link between patriarchy presents complexity.

Key words : social gender theory; male image ; identity ; patriarchal system
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