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Analysis on the Frame and Influential Factors of New Media
Expression; An Exploration Based on the Combining
Approach of Theory-driven and Data-driven

Yan Qihong ( Beijing Jiaotong University )

Jiang Xinlan( University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)

Abstract; While traditional framing studies focus on news framing and its effects, this study attempts to
analyze the common frames of public opinion on new media and the influential factors of frames. Based on the
theory that frames are for better understanding of things, and the factors that shape the expression discourse at
the macro level and individual level , this study proposes a four-dimensional analytical framework ; core topics,
focusing objects, discourse modes, and discourse levels. Namely, this is the frame of new media expression.

“The Reform of Individual Income

The study takes the expression of three public issues on Sina Weibo

Tax” , “Vaccine Event” and “Dying to Survive” as examples , to put forward specific categories of four-
dimensions frame,and to achieve dominant expression frames models through the cluster analysis based on
the four-dimensions respectively following the data-driven approach. Also,we analyze the influential factors of
frames. The study found that from the perspective of posts,there are dominant expression frames of the public
opinion on Sina Weibo,shaped by factors at the macro-level and individual level. Those factors influence the
dominant expression frames,such as gender, authentication , number of fans, number of posts, and number of
followers. Furthermore , due to the differences in event attributes, professional knowledge limitations, and in-
formation openness and accessibility, there are differences in the number, types, and influential factors of
dominant expression frames among the three events. From the comparison of the three cases the study found
the follawing conclusions. In policy cases, the frame of expression is relatively stable,and the discourse level
is the important frame dimension. In entertainment cases, the frame of expression is more diversified , and the
core topic is the important frame dimension. While in social cases,the frame of expression falls in between
the two,and the focusing object is the important frame dimension. Meanwhile , the influential mechanisms of
demographics and network characteristics on dominant expression frames are different among these three is-
sues. This study presents the operational process of the frame on new media in detail based on the approach
of combination of the theory-driven and data-driven, contributing to the analysis path of the expression frame
of new media and the deepening of the understanding of the public opinion of new media.

Key words : new media ;opinion expression ; framing; discoursive frame ; comparative analysis
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