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Engels and the Literature Periodical “Telegraph fiir Deutschland”

Zou Xia(Chongging University )
Chen Lidan(Renmin University of China)

Abstract: Telegraph f ii r Deutschland, founded by the notable writer Guizkow in the Young Germany, was the first media
through which the young Engels stepped into the community and got access to the political commentary. Nineteen articles written
by Engels were published in Telegraph f i r Deutschland from March, 1839 to the end of 1941. Those articles, full of desires for
freedom and thoughts against autocratic, were originated from Engels’ reflections on literature and what was happening in social
and political situation.

During this period, Engels’ thoughts of democratic revolution which developed fast in his political commentary could be di-
vided into four particular phases characterized by mildness, development, radicalness, and maturity. Among those phases, Engels’
calling of literature to interactive with the social reality got further developed, so did his democratic evolutionary practice. Initially,
Engels suggested moderately that the literature should reflect the fighting for freedom and against autocratic. Soon, he began to
urge authors and writings to respond to current social issues, even to support the on—going social movement. At the radical phase,
Engels took the lead in calling upon and inspiring the German youth to fight in his passionate comments, through which he actually
devoted himself to the democratic evolutionary combat as well. Finally, attempting to find new ideological weapons, Engels turned
to the Young Hegelians instead of the Young Germany, and became a mature democratic revolutionary.

As the social movement developed, more and more underlying drawbacks in the Young Germany’ s thoughts and political
stand were exposed. In addition, Gutzkow and Telegraph fiir Deutschland were left far behind the social revolutionary trends. En—
gels, a well-armed mature fighter, walked away from the Young Germany and Telegraph f ii r Deutschland after 1842, and turned
to the Young Hegelians in seek of ideological weapons for democratic revolution.

Keywords: young Engels; Young Germany; Gutzkow; Telegraph fiir Deutschland; Briefe aus dem Wuppertal
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